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CORPS

B.slnnins $ilh the tciet ol Oueen
Eliabcth l. ill,ill be s.cn br readen ol
hisrory thil, on cach o.c.sion $hcn this
island h.mc ol ours ris thrcatened trrth
nrtack iom rhe contincnt ot EuroDe. a
chanr ol obseNaiiors posls \ras cstab-
L\hed to $am lhe peorrle of inrpeDains
danecr. At these FosG b.acons trere lit
Rhcn aD enemy sail \!s sighled. Eliz-
abethln .oasi watchers r.rc no dorbl
is cm.icnt in \hit rc..grition as their
dcscendarrs are roday nr idenliiyins j.t
aircralli bur thc inne hoor ls lery

As dre t]1real t. Lngland receded and
dinger passed. thc system oaobscrvation
*cs discoDtnrued. Therc lvN no grell
harD in lhr discontinuaDce trhile thc
deslruclile powc. ol $arlaE was con-
lined ro pnchcd army ornaval baitles.

wilh the {ar ol l9 !4 18. the dirigibl.
and the aeropla.c crcated. nev lorcc nr
\yarlare as ihc air .rd devclopcd. Th$
lslard was no longcr immune lio,n
atr.ck. lnd durine that var Zeppclins
corhas, and l aubes ranged ovcr lbe
srcarcr Dart ol England, Thal lhese
machines could fly in thc sky over our

countrys e, .illed lor a new stYle ol

Th!s it rar thrt. .ier lhe crpcrlcnce
of wa.. in lt21 the air dctincc olCreal
Britanr va! consolidatcd, and Fighler
CoDnnlnd .l nrc Ro)-nl Alr Fo,cc sas
cha,gcd $ith lhe responsihllity olbring-

The t.nn,ry need ol lhe al, dclcnce
ras up-1o-lhcrnin!le inlomxiion ol dre

Dos tion ol hoslrle aircrafi, lo en.ble
aclnm to be laken by the R.A.F. Fishter
aonrd.nd squadro$, uti aircral1 3uns,
rnd balLoon barages.

To obtain thh nrtormarion,lhc Observer
Corps $a\ calLed nto being. ll lvas
requned 10 DLot, record d lracl<. and,
lhroush rhc telephone connunication
ncxvork. reporr (he !.sition ol each
aircralt lo a central Poinl.

To urdcNtxnd more iirlly thc \tork of
t|c Observer Corps, it is .ecessary lo
hale d knoNleds. ofthe seneral st.atcgy
ol Fighcr Conmand. R.A.F. Fjshtcr
Comand headquarLers had the ovedll
rcsponsibility lor thc srrlcgiccontrol of
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all nshter aircrat in the counrry. On a
map sho\rins thc Rhole olCrlat BriLain
was displayed ibe lracks ol alL hoslile
aircralr. The Air Olllcer Commrndnrg-
in-Chicf. Fishler Codnand, rvas thus
able to see the nnnrbcm iir cach hosiile
formalion .nd ases\ wtrich $ere the
ereaic( dangcr. lo rhis $ay he could

usle. his fighler aircmat and dir.ct hls
hghlcr group conlrollers in (rateAy.

Iirom this rcn(ion ol righter group
conlrollers it $ill bc sccn that Grcal
Brilain wds divided inlo rnallcr arcas,
and thai these nr (heir lurn sere lirrdrer
sub-dividcd into lighlc. scclois. These

secros nndeflook ihc a.tual baftle,
ac(ing under Ibe generdl guidance of rhc
nshter eroup controlle., yno. with dre
bisscr plciurc or his operarion ioom
table, kneB the positiotr oforhcrcnc,ny
lbmarions i his irea.

The infomation llom Nhich the picture
w.s compiled came ftom sourccs sprcad
oler rhe counrrrside. These were the
rosts andccntrcs otthe Obserler Corls.

Reports ol anc.at wcre rilotred Niah
counlers of diferent snapes and colouN
by the rilotteB round the table on which
\ras drasn rhc nrap ofthedisirict,

Fiom the obseNer cerre, telephone
lincs went dnect ro tbe operanon rooms
of botir R.A.F_. 6ehto Eroups and
iighter secloB, aDd dre leLlcN al rhc
obse.ver cenlre iold the pLoriers nr dre
opcration room thc posiLio! ol hosLile
aircrai. plol by plot. C.untcrs on thc
lables iodioted LIe track, direction.
heishi, and numb$ ol air$at in the

The repor6 o, rlhich rbe rnckins ol
ancmft dcDcndcd camc lrom l..lll pons
spread over dre $holc of thc UnilcdThe (;eDruh Rdnlet 191+18
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Kln-qdom. Thcsc ltosG were co.nc.red
by direcl relephonc 10 lol1y obserrcr
.entrcs, Nhi.h, as has b.cn nrenLionerl
al.eady. $c.c .onnecled drrecdy to the
R A,F. ligh(er group ard rlghle. sector

The scopc oi radio lo.ation io dclcct
the approach oa alrcrai! tosards these
slores was benrs improvcd aro day ro
ddy. On air$ali reachnrg rhc .oast it
became the ta* ol lhe Observer Corys
ro sta lracLnrgrhcnr afd roreporr thei.

Wtren thc tccLhing r.oubles ol borh
systetu had been Ic$cn.d, the 'picture'
dnplaved corered a wide 6cld. and the
link betwe.n the R A F n,lnno.,il.n
afd the obseNcr corps srew sfonger.
Today, il pronrises to gr.sstillskonge..

The Min^try ol Flomc S..uriry
onlcers, *h. \rcrc r csponsible ibr soud-
ins watunrs sirens, satchcd thc tracks
as thcy anpeared on dre ope.ationroom
!ables. 'l-his rv!ori g system srew daily
in imporiaDe bccausc not onu were the
public lo be giveD prolection, bur it wls

lmportant thaL producnon in the l.c-
1.rlet shorld not sroF u.lil it bc.anr.
impcmlive nor 10 nnp.ril lhe lnes .f
drose who nere mahins Ihc we.lons
l]E( eventuaily lcd to victory.

So lt can in trndr bc sa lh.r lhc
Obserler Corps pl.r,ed its pal,l ir (he
jrassive delencc ol this country.

Honour lherc honou is drc
The work ol the Obser!€r Corps does
not. nor is it nrdccd de\ir.ble nrii n
shonld. lcnd rlsell to publlciry, b!1 all
$ho sened in the Corls leamed wilh
pridc thdr His Majcsty King ceorgc VI
had sranted hn Royal Paironase to rtre
Co.ps, and ihat hencelorih it *ould be
l(novn .s Thc Royal Observer Corps,
'lhar date 9April I94t (ands oul in
ouranrals, coningas it did in lhe nidst
ol dre greate{ strussle this natior had
bcen called upon ro lacc.

Who ircr. Lhe people who scNed in
the Royal Obscrver Corpsl They *ere
volunteers $ho, draqn by a desire ro be
of some serrice to rhcir coury, in
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addltion ro rheir daily r.rl, underlook
ro do dury in Lhcirspare time. For tho\c
rvho lilcd in rhe !iu.g.s and ha ets

car the observe.Dosh. it nleut lurning
.nt ftom. iann honrc at all houts and
in all rearhcrs ralking or.yclins to a

sDot lvhich. nr ordcr to obtain lhe
grcalest po$ibLc vaDlase. i.s oltcn
isolated. Fo.lhosc rho Ined in a lars.
town ir aho Deart le.vins nrcir lanrilies.
kno{nrs thxt dre rown.ri-Eht be attacked
by the ver! rxidc6 thdl they r.rc
lracknrg in thc openLlo. roonr at the
cenrrc. such is rhe sDirir ol (hote

lolunt.crs, bolh at lhe po;rs and ccntre.
lhat ar no rnne. ,om rhat day 24
August l9:19 $hen lhey sere calicd to
'a.rl.n (ations. unlil lO Jurc 194i.
trhcD drey \!e.e !to.d do*d, was a
pon or .enlrc lcft unDanned. Thc
grearcl nunrber serri.g ar any one tnne
rhronghout (he \!hol. ol nre Obserler
C.rps sas oniy 1,1.000, ol nhoD D.ny

Our n.'!l cofrmandcN were alNayr

-P)1) nEtupaorbloker ut.enlit tu li.sl1

IWnh ddotie: ta Se$io s)

-Obte^tr F)rli]t ha2 is d nn ml lo

(u/int ar.lolie: tu B)ll Thatler)
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(lt'nh ar.lories to S.\riant)

reluc(ant to .llos uidcntlficd ai.cral1
lo approxch rhei. slips. xDd opened firc
uhelher ihey qrrc n'ie.d]y o. nol. To
icssen lhe risk ro onr own airralt Nher
near thc ships oI lle nrvasion fleet, ihc
Royal Obsencr Corps was asked Ior
observers to be $irh llre sun crews on
thc shlps ivhich look dre invasnrn lorcc
to rhe Nomandy beaches. Then job
ov.r, a month .fter rhc landinss they

retLtrned to their posts or cenlres 1o
r.sume.ouline Flotlins.

One can i,naEine the hre shoolirs at
Dosl meetinss and creN clus!* neelinssj
as the 'slotler sailoB recoutcd Lheir
erperiences 10 rhe obserlerland lubbcrs,
alttough they had oniy done lheir
v.luntarv dutv as it was asked.f then

Tnat, rhcn. h bieny llenistory oithc
Co.!s u! to the na.d dolvn in 1945. The
eapcricnces gained a.d Iardships en
dured by thcsc mcn and $ornen overthc
qhoLe ol our courlry can only be

In lhc \4idland arca \ihich ..!e,rd
aboul a qnarter.f Eneland, the number
ol posts in the eleven obserrcr srouls
nrcreascd lr.m 2:ll at 1lre.'nhr*k.f
war 1o :124 at rhe siand dosn. There
wcrc 7,tr4l port observers, olwhonr 248
were *omcn, lvhile at lhe centres drcrc
$ere 1.075 women obscncr in a t.r.l
strcnsth oI2.129. Some 10,000 obscrve6.
scattered in Dosrs a.d cenlres orer this
part of the country. arc nol a Lol \yher
thc lreoendous amount of man ho!6
saved in $ar production is considered.
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Ljk in the Rowl Obtetter Corpt.

Who {ere rhe obserles? In the
varlcty ol.ades and prolcssions thcre
were people one would not expect to
nreer jn rJea.elul rnnes: llsnernen liom
thc Norlh Sc{ .oast, turmcn- parsons,
tradesneD and clcrks, steelvorkcrs aDd
shunre^, .erired ollicers. and keen eyed
shcphcrds and samckccpcN. whatcvcr
Iheir o.cupation, the spirit lhat Ras
wilhin thcse nren $.s rhe saDe. and
thclr status in lilc was nor allowcd Lo

i.fluence rank in rhe Co.ps. nr which
emciency in rhejob *as Lbe fiterion by
lvhich abillty ro hold rank itas juds.d
A retired gener bmitied his applica-
Lion Ior leave 10 l head observer .
iam labo!rcr wiLhout cithcr sccins
lnylhnrs unnsual nr thG, aor each was
serving lis counlry to ihe best oI his
!biliry ir i civilian o.saniTation.

Thc \rinrcr oa 19.12 ras hard, and ob
serveE struggled throngh blizzard and
slom to duty. They we.e olten im-
ndsorcd lor days on the Yorkshire and
Lnrcolnshirc Wolds. ,\t a post in lhc
Lnr.oln\bire Wolds nvo obseNers went
on dlry s(.aighr Iron nrnrket rynh (he
*eek \ droppins. Thc *canr.. .lamp.d
dorvn, .nd drey had to stay on duty for
r\,.nty'lour hours. Their colleagues
rricd to dis thcir way through l2-at
srowdrills lrorn the lill.se nr the valley
two niles alvat. When the nead observer

strugsled ihroxsh on horscback he
IouDd oyo lired but contenred observers
with ihcir utjons all caten. They are
said to havc bccn appr.hcnsivc of lhc
rvelcone .wditins lhem rr home.

Th. pllshr ol obseNe6 lurther north-
\here the Neathe. could bc .xceptio.-
ally se!e,e, can be imagnred. Al Tod
nrordcn Dost. !,500 t abovc \ca lcvcl,
lbe group ofiicer had lo nsc skis io vhil
nis losts. Ir Durham the $errhe. $as
cvcn s.Ee, but ihrousholt it alL rhc
wires aere kcpt irec and lhc *ork ollhe
CorDs went on. Ea.h obserler did bn
war scrvicc in th. lonely ard cxpos.d
llaces in our coulrysidc. a.ccptins his

Pfthaps l|c lact.r $hich disiin-
guishes the Iridlard i.om otlErareas nr
lhe Corps is lhe sreit nlmber ol aero
d,onrt lion rhich the bo bc6 olthc
Brilish and .^merican air lores flew.

Wilh the sro{ing bomber olle.sive
lhc Drcblenr ol tracking rhcsc aircrft
became a real one. especially \rhen the
bombers *tre tromeBard bound. The
llgilarce and accuracy oi lhe posts,
couDlcd lvith the ccntres liaison pith
Flynrg Cortrol SectioD oflhe Royal An
Force. saled.rany lires. Bci\rccn I Jan
uary 1942 and 3l Jarmry 1945 there
lvere 152 recorded nntances rhen air
dalt in disfess la.ded sa]elJ thrcugh
thc hclp ol rhc Corys in ih. Midland
area. 'Ihesc fisures represent only one

r939
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(Wih apalosias ta Eil Thndea

rcnth ol lhe cascs vhcn aircraar {crc
really lr dlrc need olasshtance, and do
not nrctule hurfreds ol otter c.ses ol

Dexliis with aircnft nr distress. this
srory coDce.ns an American Lib-aro.
nickcd up by posts if ihc Bcdaord
group. o$in3 to bad aeather they lost
trrck of il, bul it was picked up agdin
br rbe I incoln tosrs, only ro bc l.st
oncc morc. lhc bomb.r $as aganr
locaied ard lon, this rnne by the Derb)
g.oup. As there {as a ow galc lhc aitr
c.ah rvas asslmcd to harccrashed in the
nxmrtanxrus dist cr. tu rds eren(ually
en.blished (har Lhe pilor a.d alr L.n ol
his cr.w hld bailcd oui ncar Bo(onj
Lincolnshirc, havins set the pldne on r
course oi 290 degrees. TIre Libe€tor
had llown of tbr ovft si\ty milcs, and
thc srouns at Lincoln, Derby. Leeds.
and Nranchester hdd been olorrins af
emp(y andall Tne saii homins oi this
aircraft rould hav. becn extreDrely

In Nove ber 194.1 a BI7 l'ortrcss
collided at 19,000 11 ovcr ihe Zrider Zee
with another aircraft wbrch *as lost
Flying conlroli.lormed lhe R.O.C. drat
rlre Fortres ras cx|cctcd lo c.oss the
coast bct$re. Yannoudr and wintcl]on
(Norlolk). Deslne the heary actilny ol
relur.ing and outgoina tlafrc. rhe

bomber lvas lickea up by the Norwich
posrs (pa.t ol ns Lail !,as mhsinc), and
plotted n'om *lrcr. it crosscd lhc coast
near Yarmourh to dre brse .t HoBlram
Sr Fanh where n nadc a bu ny blt safc
l.nding, and thc lnjurcd crc\r scrciaken
ofl in wailing anbulances.

Aeain, \hortb aliermdnight od 2 and
I Septemirer 194.1, .oni\rl advhcd lhc
Corns ol a V.squito off cou.se and in
trouble. York srorp picked up (he
wooden bonber on thc coast ncar
whnby, and thc Dil.t Latcr nade a sale
landins, tharks ro conlnruous laching
*hich en.bled conrrol to conlacr l]i
and keep hih on his.o,rc.t counc.
Thcsc instanccs could bc €connted a,1
,rlirr,,r, but drey ccme cs ordinary
eleryd.y rYorl( 1o rhe obs.Ncs

The NIidl.nd area \as e\tcnslvcly con
.crncd Nith intrud.B h.alily amed
hostllcair.ralt \rhich hung nbout an iir-
neld rairnrs lor bombe^ ro lake ollor
land They .ringled ulth our bonrbcN
rctnring lIoD. raid. and triea lo shoot
rheD dorD shen landing or o bodb
ni.llelds and iun\ycys. It {,!s a hard rask
lor obscrv.rs 10 Dlck nr.m out fton our
bonrbes. by sound or method ol llying.

'The Matk tt lller: jant lte Mtt I nt

ttti l apolosies ta Bil Th.kka)
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Su.h a of. $as th..rU8E {hi.h c.me
back rvith the returnins NelLiirstons .i
l0l Squ.dro.. Elshrm Wolds. nr July
l9,ll Showi,rg.o lighc. he circled wrlh
the bonrber nrtilthc Corrs told conr.l
th.l llley suspe.ted a ho(ile aDors
rhc.r. LInlo !.atel! one wellinglon ras
landins, so thc fiarc Dalh was cxtl
guished .rd, by a pre-arransed code
sigral. ali bo bers told ro sc!(er. The
nrrudcr, probabLy rcalizins rhxt s.fre
thnre $a\ wrons. dired dosn ard irlcd
1o shool dorD the rnr.g \Velli.gton In
this hc Nas ufsucccsstul. comi.s uode.
n.e irorr the sround delences. lvith thc
sky nov cle.r ol bombers and control
rLcrt.d. ihe Gc.nan intrud$ co renled
hirnself by dropping bonrbsand inachinc
gunnrng the drome Hn every move was
bcing rcpo(ed by lhe nearby posts .1
W.otton, winic.ron. and Barron. and
soon drey reponed rrother aircraft
c.mlng oul ol dre \en. JL rvls a Beau-
fiEhtcr nom Kirbn Lindscr, and hc soon
scnt lhe JU88 dosn nr frxnres ncar
worlaby. The plolle. ar centre removed
thc hostilc plaquc lronr th. table, and
the Wellinstons.ctu.ned to Ehhanr.

The nisht ol lbe lirn 1.000-

bonber .aid on Cologn. \!s a held
a.hc lor th. .(rps, ard .ycbn\s $crc
raGcd *hcn rhc Eastenr po(s *ere
silins repons ol-800 plus at ren. Spurn
Head' This {ory .on.chi rhe Lincoln
Croup, whcr ntruders in lail slr.ngth
had slipped in with our boDber\ lonn
ine uplin (he ru . Thecen(.eoperatrons
tablc shosrd a larser rtrnrbcr ol
boDrbe$ lhtrn tflri ever pEliously beer
ploLted aL one lnne Soon, as darkness
lcl. x Raidi (raids oldouhn!lidontity)
appeared otr rhc corst, ard into dre
rn n oI all this prepar.lion caDe dre
enemy lnnudcB Our ancralt \Yere
usins navisarion liehts t. rv.id.ol-
lision. and nirlields Fere Iit as nrore an.l
more bornbe6look oll.

,^t Coninssby alfficld Lancastcrs rvcrc
about to tlke oJi. and dre Lircohr centre
lioe was s$itched through direcr 1o are
anncld. Thc lollo$ing !cco!nr is by one
\ho Bas at dre obs.rver cenlre that

'LancastcEiaxicdr.undthcp.rnn.t.t
(rack and warted at dre .nd ol nrc run
way. The lorce .1 Lnr.oh cenlE \. :*wai bandit tcn mrles nonh ea( ol
yolj conrins your \ray . coninssbys
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Iiehts *enr olt and thc Larcaste6
waired. The Hln spcd ove.Iead. Thc
voicc fiom Lincoll said: OK. , nre
rirneld ligh(s $ent on, and a Lancasrer
roa,cd dow. thc Nay rnd o1l on its
nrission. Cenlre observers saw lhc lrack
ol lhe inlruder spln ronnd and dlve
rorvards the slow of lishG. and again
CoDinssby sas Ndrned and lights
do$sed *hrle rhe sccord Lrnc.!(er
aMiicd i1s rurn. The luzzled Hun
scoured rhe dark.e$ and ovcNhot the
rirfield. The centrc voicc asanr said
''O.K. lc\ sonc asay' , and atother

Ihis lrocedure was r.p.atel mdn]
tnnes. and the inrudcr dived lo8ards
rhe run*ay lighis onl! Lo be coniotted
*irh darkness as thcy lvcre put oul.
Each Lancaster eot safcly otrlle ground
This cvmnlc of perlecl co op.ratioD
bctuccn the R.O.C. atd R.r\.F. prole\
beyond doubl what tcam work cln do

l. othcr dircction\ the Luiwailc w.rc
doins th.ir dirty work, ud or the nishl
ol29 April 1942 cncDy ra ers began to
conrc in ovcr Flamboroush Hcad at
ih.ni 0210 hr\ The nrt bomb was
dropped on Yo,k at 02.41 hrs, lnd liom
rhen onvards many nr.endi.ry and hish

crpLosiles drolped in and aroud the
city. Tbe !(tack was a heavy one, dnd
(he guildhall, pon oIi.e. and .ran,
buildings near .entre $crc completely
burnt ou( Sevcralhieh explosive bombs
lall .los€ to the cenLre buiJdinE, which
\!as hn b) three incendiary boDrb\.
Throuchout drG attack the two d!1y
cre$ \rorked lhtuush coolly and
cficiendy rlonine rhc lracks ol the
bombeB as ihe,v came nr. The pos( aL

wintcrloD. Lincolnshire. Dloiiins a

hostil. aircrcli to ccnir. *as aDazed to
hear lhe cort.lLcr shont llans on r bn,
ye're getting boDbed'. and the obse.ler
colld hea. the lhld and olmp ol
cxploding high cxDlosivc in his eaF
phones. Spcclal connnend.Lion $enL Lo

l|c nrcn ol the Fullord lost itr No.lo
sroup who. throushont rhc r. ,

rcpo(ed enicicnily the p.silion ol bolh
lostiLc xircralt and our oNn nshicrs.

whar w.slaro dcscribcd as oneolrhe
mon perlecl daylishi nxerceplions olrre
rva. happcned on 2luly 1942 at a po{
hish on dre I incolnshirc \\ol.h. A post
meeli g uas bciirg held b) lhe Assistanl
crcun Oflicer $ith c nrember iroD
ccrrre. The! \rere trying lo answer
ques(io.s pur i. dren bt (he post

'- A wu loll n. t. klltekt. it so d l frktullt!'
( /nh dpalosks 10 Sesio s)
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observe.s. A bit disgrunlLed, lhese
ntdb.6. aatcr hours ol une{.iLinr:
$atchins, said Whnt sood ar. Nc doins

Suddenly rhc two duty obte.rer\
nroul.d cxciicdly Some rerrics xre
comnrg.' ll $as a rine sunrm.r .lennrs
\nhh.nlLy aclold in thc sny, and lo Lhe

ro$ sxrisficd larmer obserrers, lcnscly
lisienirs to ihe nrnlg .onnncttary ol
their connades, l]rcir pr.lious No.ds
seemed nointl.ss. Tso JU88s had c.nc
int. t|c arca from Lancash,c, \rhere
cloud cover lYas good that day By
herlge hoDping and using clold colct
rhcy cv.d.d nre iDtercepti.g lighicrs.
rlroppea some bombs. machlne-sutea
soDe miln!ry e ablishnrcnls (in.luding
Chatnvorth Housc nr Derb}s|irc), xnd
caDe in lo\r. sourh ol LincoL,r, .n their
la( hL] tos.rds hone, siiLl xnnrolested.
A conlinrols lracli had been kepl by
thc R.O.C, lor ll Fishter GrouD, xnd
iwo Spiifires ola Polish slruadrot ftonr
Kirtm r nrdsey i.rc nr a cloudle$
ris.e ol n(y olcr nrid-Lincolnshir. 4s
rhc two enenry aircntl natrcncd out on
to dre Fens,just nr the l.c oldre hills o1'
(he Wolds,. r!nning connneDt.ry tras

b.nrg snen by dre Lincoln liaison leller.
wirh dre retulr Lhat rhc Polish pilois shol
doen the .ru88s almost nr sght ol thc

Despire (he cxposcd position\ Nhrch
nrembe6 oa nrc Corys so liequennY
occlpicd, onl] one obse.v.r dicd on
dnty A meDrber ol lhc HackdrorD post
nr dre Lincoh Clnrp$asdueon dury at
0200 hm on 4 l\'larch 1945, and, in-
{cxd ol sleeping al thc po{ nntil his
lour oIduly, sray.d ar hone to molor ro
the post whcn \rithin a short dislan.c
olrhc posr. his.ar \yas hi! by a JU l8l
one of n ny lhat $crc flyins at a lo\
xlritlde ov.r a side area dfd uslns
.ann.n and mrchine guns. In thc crash
botlr rhe car an.l lhe bonrbcr Fe.e
compielely dcstroyed. The observer
musL halc dicd nrstandy. Ior lhe dehrls
oa thc airc.ri $as scalcred ovcr n\o

':4 Jul) 1942 00.10 ha Gerhat
.lrnran s!flcndered to post and handcd
ovcr to policc at 00.40 hs 00.i5 hrs
anodrer prisoner rcportcd. Taken up 1o

1o{n in Obscrler E. Bonse.-s car.
An'csrcd by Obserrer S. Ba!(on. As a

nratrer ol nrreresl I los rhc aollosnrg:
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''D!rinE an actllily I scnt to the post
to sc. il I could h.lp. On Dearins rhe
Dost I sdw tlvo pirachrles descending.I
soi a rifie and ammu ltior and *cnt in
search. I lourd and arrested a German
ofiicer. He hdd hun his loor .nd was
vcry ,r!ch anaid I n.s soing 10 sh.ot
hirn. I t.ok Iim io hospital and ha.ded
hnn o!€r to lhe police." Sisned Observer
A. S. BayrLon.' This entry sas takcf
ioD thc log book olnr. Holbcach post.
nnd tells ol an excinns nighl near lhe
Wash. One c.r \elL inagi.e s rh \rhat
joy Obs.rlcr Bay on 'sot a rifle and
anmunitior and Bent in search . (Eacn
post h.d t*o rifles and rmnurilion

This account oldre Nl land nrea can
only be . short record ol som. .f thc
incidcnts r,hi.h li!. on iD th. Dinds oi
the observcE in this section ol our
delensive synen. NIu.h has bec onrit
rcd lrying lri sprcc I $ouLd likc to eDd
thG accoLnt on a hnnrorols role.
Dlrreslord post. nr Lercene6hir., \,a\
.on.cnred in \,hat is bclicv.d to be the
Iast ctrnnor and Drachnre srn nrrick or
rhe Ndr. *hen, in M.rch 19.15, i JUlil8
aLtacked (he anlicld ncar Lhc posij ard
thc st.ry told ol Wrhlon Do(, drolgh

nronened, showslhrt a sense olnumour
nraj survire ir trying.ircunstan.cs A
JU88 madc a dxylight raid. It s down',
shouted dre observer at anolher pon.
bul lion Wahon. on the samc post
clu\tcr, canrc thc sliehdy hurt retoft
'Do$n be daDned. the ... s Drachnre-

Re-formtion oI the Corps
Although lhe Royal Observer Corns
(ood down in Junc 19.15, it was not dG-
banded becruse it was reqnired 1o con-
rinue .s a co ponedL ol rhe dolcnce
syslcm. ln January 1947 ir was rc-iornrcd
with saFtimc obscNcr as a nucleus.
Durnrg the next nlo years the Co.ps was
reo.g.ni7!d Nirh !he sam. gcograthicxl
lalont as ai the cnd ol the rar. Ir
re.osDnion ol lhe R o.c. s record oi
serlice durlng ns xrc[y fivc ycas, Hh
Majcsty King Ceorgc Vl bccaDre Air
ConNodore nr Chiel. Royal Observer
Corys, on il April 1950.

Th. Corps rvas again rcorganized in
NoveDrber l95il. Btren it becdrte evidenL
rhat the e!cr in.rcasing sJ[.d olniilitxry
aircralt nccdcd a chang. in opentirg

Drring 195i ir $a\ a noun.cd thal lh.

!.

T'

R aitur!fnll-aut rcla sitra Opa'atbn Roant
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Corps $as to undertakc thc addnionaL
task oa d.re.ti,rg, ,ncanlrirg, and report-
nrs rhe radioaciive iall-ort liotu nuclcar
weapons. in o.der to providc dre
Nalional wamins Orsanization wiLh
inlorDration oD wbich warning to scrvi.c
and ciril iudlori(es could bc bascd.

The Royal ObseNcr Corps bas been
known lor many yeaB as the eles and
ears of fie R.A.F. Wilh Hcr Nlajesty
the Queen as Air Conrmodore-nr Chiel
today. il Duclear sa. came o Rrilain
dre R.O.C. \ould be thc kcy to rhe
enllre civil dclencc syslcm. On dre in
lormation it eivcs may welL depend thc
lives olhundreds ollhousuds. lt *onl.l
so $liftly nrlo aclion as rnidc and in
lornunl ro thc cilil defence orelni7a
rion. the nilildry lbrces, and lhe
N.A.T.O. counr.les. Just as nr the ldsl
$,!r 32.000 ,rcr xnd \romen obseNen
spoftcdj ploitcd, and ieponod cncmy
lircralt att.ckrng the uniicd Knrgdom,
enabling R.A.F fishiers and anli
aircraft eunn.rs to.ome spccdiLy to
grips pirh the altackers, so in a nu.le.r
war lhe R.OC. would tre the only
organization nr Bril.nr equipncd and
tranrcd to report on dcadly nu.lear
ldll-ouL on a nnrionxl bash.

Foilo{ing a nuclexr boDb-bu6t. dusl
and d.brh. sncked up nr lhe nush.onr
.loud, later lalls as lethal radiorctive
prrticles which drilt ovcr dre couolry
side. with thc aid ol sersitile instru-
nrn6 and apparatLrs, lhe R.o.c.s
nrenty-nine reN group headqudrlers
and 1.i00 new.hs.rvatio. posts sould
be ablc to i.LL dre civil delcncc orsan-
i7iii.'s ih. l,ll.!Ls dircclion. nrten
sity, and tule oa travcl, to eDable lhc
lurl!,iries abovc the ground to wrn
rhe popuLrce in the p!(h ol the radio-

R.O.a. gro!D\ cover dre qhoie ollhc
Brilish Islcs, and the heidqual1er ol
cach grotrp h.s.n opcration room vlrich
is nr conllcl $ith a nel\rork oi posts
scarLered stntesically lhrolAhout lhe
couflly. Reachnrg evcn tlE remore
Orkneys, Shell.fds. and IIebides, thc
R.O.C. is idcally snited Ior i1r lall-oui

-Our o\tt id.a fat nft hish |1!ins nu]l
lihh arylasies 10 Se$iant

.eportiDs rolc. And as there still rc'nains
thc possibility ol lotr level air atiack.
evcn nr nuclear M., visual airctai
spoldrg srlll rcDanrs an nnponant task

There is a sood feal ol lun and social
lilc to be h.d in thc R.O.C. There is
keen bur iriendly rivalry bet$een posts

and oDeration rooms in conlesis, and
thc good coDrpanionshiD oi training
.vennrg\ where obscrvcrs get lo know
each ol[er and xho to meeL ne bcE ol
the R,A.f. aDd Civil Delcnc. teams.
'rhc hishlisht or the annual progrannle
is the *eek which aU mcn and qomcn ol
the R.o c. car spend.ta sunrncr camp
as sucsts ol an R.A.F. fighicr station. At
these volLrnllry camps a lult-tnne cnlcr
(.inme.Ls oni..r ersures lhat obseNers
codrbinc thcir pra.ticnl Lr.i,rins Rnh c

r.al holiday aldosnhcr., wnh dances.
concerls, 61m shows, and amnsing
p. 7e wiming conpetilions.

Each posl has a fu.nished uidcrsround
Nom, stocked lYnh rations, ro givc
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'/1(.t.li"s t. the tulk.,tetet |.tt i)n
\d.h k jL6/ dhanl h?t..'
lWtlh npala9ies !o BillTha(ker)

.omplete prolectioD noD radiatior lor
Lhe nen ana Nomen on duly. Here. Rilh
'bomb powef and sround zero indi
catoE. lbc obscrvcrs Nould 6e thc nNt
L. rePorl the explosioD ol a nuclcar
bomb, rirh d.rails which ,ould be ol
tte nnnost nnporrar.c to rhc scientists
ol the LInned Kin-qdoDr Warnnrs Orsan-
izatl.n *ho prcdicr lall out and ale.t
the nation. Next, nom th.if surv.y
mete6, rhe Don cre* would bc ablc io
rcshtcr rhc amou l or radialion nr the
arcd aDd repor it io lhe R.O C grolp

n.O.C. olcr{tion roor.s
lhcsc roolr are rhe vilal hrks iir thc

chaii bcxvcen posts withnr lhe grou!
and the $arning Orgdnizatior, ln lhe
operaiion roo lhe local point olcach
group hcadquarters DlolteB' .re
lranrnrg to record insLrunenr Eadincs
sent in lion the posts, a.d to dGplay
rhenr on a lahlc nrap oldreirpart of dre
conntiy. ADother ble records inlb.
marioD liom adjacer! sloun opcratiol
roons, so lhai an accuratc pictnre can
b. lormcd ol the situation orer a wide
area. Meanwhile orl'er obseNcN arc
lraining ro lix prcciscly dre posilion.
hcieht, and power ol the nuclear
explosion. Anri. lrom a balcony olcr
looking tle rablet, lellcrs' Dx$ on all
Lhis inlornatn r to dre Wannrs Ors.n-

The reinlbrced hcadquartcN. *hich
hooses ihc opcratior roor, has Litchens,
canteens, sleepirs accomnoda(ion,
shose^, .nd venlilatins rilant, so that
obserlers can lilc ard $ork lor sereral
wcclc in abs.lute salety lrom lill oui.

ThG. then, i\ rhy your slarcrimc
help is needed in ihc Royal Obserler
Corps. ,{s rhe R.O.C. net$ork covers
ihe whole ofrhe BrnisL lsles, thcrc must
be a posl orcente n.ar your h.me.

Ilisl islts in R.O,C, histo.y
1925 Two Obserler (iroups fomcd

and manncd by spccial con-
stables. Raid Wlrning Orsania
tio. becahe the Nsnonsibility of
a conbi.cd Air \4itisiry, fiome
Officc, and C.P.O. Commitlee.

192! The organizalion was llken orcr
by the Aii Nti.istry, bnt obser-
!e6 renraincd spccial consldbles

l9l9 The Corps $'as mobllizcd.
19,10 The liNt bls l al canre wirh lhe

Batrlc ol Brnanr.
l94l In recosrition ol thc Corpi

excellent worL. Kins George VI
granred the rltlc 'Royll. women
joiircd thc R.O.C. Ior the nlst

1944 R.O.C. Scaborne observes
hclDcd rhe inlxsion opeElions.
Ihe nrst V1 was destroycd by
nghrer! $orl<ing on R.O.C. direc

l--J

'Dd ht)1,5n rn 1. t u&el vu tu.et ne
an Obset\et a .$rdp.tl'
lWith apokKiat ta Bil Thncker)
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1950 U.M. Kins Gcorse VI beclre
Air Com.rodore-in-Cliel ol th.
Corps. l-he R.O.C. Silver Jubilcc
$as celebruted. Thc R.o.c.
tuedal {!s instnuled.

lril H.M. Thc Queen becaDc An
Conrnodore-in Chicf ol lhe

r9s5 Th. R O C undcflo.k the neB
role ol reFoftins radio.ctive llll

1956 ,4ll the pons were rebuilr undeF
61 sround, and the Corps $as re-

organized into nventt-nine
eroups, e..h wilh Dr.io.ted
headq!arters. SFc.ial insiruments
lor det.ctins nuclear burst .nd
moasuring fall-ont erre dcv.l
oDed and lroduced.

)(k"arle&ehrn1 is ntade 10 T. F.
wttsta| lbt inJonnaian k*e, ltuh
Foretrrrned is Fotcanncd.

He *ho does not .on\ide. h msela ii,tunate i\ unloruni'e.
(Sd" tlErtkt)

The mon dificulr sccrct lor a man to kc.p i\ lhe oPinro. .l himseLl'
(MartclPas ol)

Women s \tylcs aiier elery ,ear, but their desiens remaln prctly much the same.

keep rtef wllh hG coDrpanm\, ir nay bc btause hc hears a

whcn you educrte . man you cducate an indnidul whcn you edncate n Nonun
yo! e.lucde a nholc lamily.

(C. D. M.h.t-)

A wilc ls a great co.solaLiorr to a man nr cI Lhe tfoublcs a bachelo. never has.
1.,1 rc h bn h ap af Cane rh u' r)

Thy lricrd has a lriend. and thy lrierd s lriend |!s a frcid. Bc discreet.
l.Th. Ta/,r(l)

A man\ r.al possession ls his mcnro.y. Iir rothDg ehe it hc rich. in noihing else is

hc no'r' 
(,4tc1a tet sntith)

Bc.xnsc a girl ha\ drean! cycs it does nol lollo* she s not widc awake.

The closcr thc oran. nre hirde. he is !o touch.

l belirn hallolou.lilcs l\ ruired by ourlarcfrs. ind nr. second hallby ou.chiLdrc.
\Cldrerce D. Dato\t)
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That Night

And darkncss.loscd $nh Drystcry trpon
OurllocL olsheep, so Eslless. aid (hey know?
Hrd their keen ren\er heen l.rewrrned il*l

We shepherds sere *hen 6Bt Re heard lhe sound
Olchoi$ snrsnrs in the lields.round,
r\ rrcal lieht suddcniy sh.nc about ihc cafih,
The ancel\ iold ur oI rtre healenly bn(h.
Hexvenly? Yet to the earlh (hey scid He carne
ror cvcr slch as us- nc p6ncd Hir nanrc
'rhc nrystcry no longer filLed thc an.
We huried 10 lhe slable. lound Him lhere.
The babl. nr His orhe.s arnrs sleeDins.
was Hc, olaLl nnnki,rd, to b. thc Kinsl

The .xen in the !L^lk lo.ked .f and .lear
Ab.v. thc stablc shonc a ercat ncw lisht,
]_he sisr iong wailed lor by man. Thai nisht

ELALN

The E,sht..t 100 !.a6 aEo 128 D... th.t 186))

A. Enginer's lighter mo.renis

Pnt lorih rour fo.cc, my irorr horsc, with lnnbs dral ncvcr lncl
The beat of oil shall leed ),ourjonr, and the besr olcorl your lire.
So ollwe lear lion Euston squ!L!, 1o beal Lhe swilL solth \rrnd.
As lvc ratrlc along dr. nofth-$c{ miL, $irlr ihc snccial tra n bchind.
Like a mnr of ghos6, the ielegraph Doss go $ildly tooping by,
While one by one th€ nilesLones run. and ol behnrd us lly.
Lil(c loaming ninc it lircs my blood, to scc you. lightrins sDccd:
,{rbia\ racc nc cr Datched your pacej Dy salLant stcanrbomc steed.
My blessnrg on old Georee Stephenson. Lel his fame lor ever llni
For he scs lhe !n thar lbund dre o]an ro nrake you run so lcsr:
Hrs ann was strong- his h.ad was long. hc kncs fot guilc nor fcar;

i .l i e cfrn'rJ.r. l, ,r"r'!n"e
Now Th.toes and Trenr a.e 1ar behind. and evening s sh.des are comei
Belbie my cycs l]rc bro\rn hills rhc, that euard my rruc lovc\ hofi..
Evcn now shc siands. my owD dcar lass, beside thc cottasc door,
And she lGlens lor the whistle \hriu. ard lhe bla( pipes r",,,,n*,u"L, 

r, *
(Thousht io be Proicssor w. J. Mlcquom Ranhnre 11820 1872) )
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